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“Waves	of	Change	RSIC	2013
was	a	great	success”	

Saint Andrew’s School was honored to 
have been selected to host the annual 
Round Square International Conference 
on October 6-12.  This international 
conference brought together over 750 
students and school leaders from around 
the world. The conference theme, 
Waves of Change, challenged young 
people to enact positive change in their 
communities and around the world. 
During the course of the week, keynote 
speeches were provided by Adam Braun, 
Founder & CEO of Pencils of Promise, a 
non-profit organization that builds schools 
and increases access to education for 
children in the developing world;  Jessica 
Jackley, Co-Founder of Kiva, a non-profit 
organization with a mission to connect 
people through lending to alleviate 

poverty. Leveraging the internet and 
a worldwide network of micro finance 
institutions, Kiva lets individuals lend as 
little as $25 to help create opportunity 
around the world; Craig and Marc 
Kielburger, Founders of Me to We, a 
for-profit social enterprise that provides 
socially responsible products and 
services and donates half of its profits 
to the charity Free the Children and 
Dr. Peter H. Diamandis, Founder and 
Chairman of the X PRIZE Foundation, 
and author of the New York Times 
bestselling book Abundance.

ROUND	SQUARE	NEWS
Dec 2013 - Issue 17

www.roundsquare.org

www.roundsquare.org


2		|		Round	Square	News		|		Issue	17		|		Dec	2013  

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2013

The	week	of	the	2013	Round	Square	
International	Conference	made	a	deep	and	

positive	impression	on	many	members	of	the	
Saint	Andrew’s	School	community.	Families	
reconnected	and	served	as	cultural	liaisons;	
faculty	and	staff	forged	new	relationships	

across	divisions	and	reacquainted	themselves	
with	a	community	spirit	not	seen	on	

campus	in	years;	student	leaders	reminded	
administrators,	faculty	members,	parents,	

and	guests	what	teens	are	capable	of	when	
setting	their	sights	on	a	shared	goal.	Most	

importantly,	the	week	allowed	a	range	of	Saint	
Andrew’s	School	students	and	adults	to	(re)

discover	the	best	aspects	of	campus	life	while	
collaborating	on	a	common	objective.	The	

Bantu	proverb	is	correct:	“If	you	want	to	walk	
fast,	walk	alone;	if	you	want	to	walk	far,	walk	
together.”	Now,	we	will	go	farther	than	ever	

before	imagined.	

Mr. Nicholas Dorn
Round Square Conference Chair
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2013

In addition to the keynote speakers, delegates heard from His Majesty King 
Constantine II - President of Round Square; His Royal Highness Prince Andrew, Duke 
of York; Office Depot CEO Neil R. Austrian, and the Executive Director of Round 
Square Brian Dawson. Other conference highlights included adventure trips to Quite 
Waters Park and Tigertail Lake Park, community service opportunities at a local Habitat 
for Humanity site, environmental trips to Sawgrass Recreation Park in the Florida 
Everglades, and, most important, the interaction and relationships formed between the 
conference participants. 

Following	are	remarks	from	community	members	regarding	their	
Round	Square	International	Conference	experiences:

Delegates	heard	from	inspiring	speakers

“I am very proud of Saint Andrew’s School and its support for such an amazing 
conference. The buzz continues to reverberate through all parts of our community. 
Our success was in large part due to [the school community’s] flexibility, volunteerism, 
hosting, and positive support for this endeavour. We truly functioned as a team and 
spoke with one voice. Saint Andrew’s School has made a million dollar impact on the 
region; fostered cultural understanding and goodwill; captured the attention of our 
region as an educational leader; left an indelible mark through thousands of student 
hours of community service; and taken a leap forward in preparing our students for 
their college and lifetime experiences. And, we now have 750 new friends from six 
continents! Thank you again for making everyone a proud SCOT!”

Mr. Peter Benedict II , Headmaster and Host Family

“I am so proud to be part of the Saint Andrew’s School community. The 2013 Round 
Square International Conference was an overwhelming success. Our student “Wave 
Makers” hosted the world, and at the same time transformed our campus and the lives 
of thousands. The event was a testament to the amazing community spirit that makes 
Saint Andrew’s so special. Our faculty and administration worked tirelessly each day to 
ensure the safety of the young people in our care while they, together with our parents, 
opened their homes and made the visiting students feel warmly welcomed and part of 
their families. Without doubt, it was among the most defining moments in our 50+ year 
history. We opened our collective hearts and minds to Round Square 2013 and moved 
forward together to the next exciting chapter.” 

Mrs. MaryJo Finocchiaro, Chair of the Board of Trustees and Host Family

“Our family was thrilled to host students from the Cate School and The Sanskaar 
Valley School during the recent Round Square conference. Although our own children 
were quite a bit younger than our visitors, our guests looked forward to, and cherished, 
every moment with them, and the feeling was mutual. We baked cookies together, 
played all varieties of sports and games, found (and talked about!) hometowns on our 
globe, and shared one another’s company during all our free moments. I look forward 
to the time when my three young children are old enough to join a Round Square trip in 
an effort to serve others, build community, and establish lifelong friendships.” 

 Mr. Matt LaLiberte, US Faculty and Host Family

When it was first announced roughly two years ago that Saint Andrew’s School would 
be hosting the Round Square International Conference during the fall of 2013, few 
were able to comprehend at that time just how transformative the experience would be 
for the entire community. Now, in the wake of one of the most impactful weeks in the 
proud history of the Scots’ heritage, to say that our school has been forever changed 
as a result of Round Square is nothing short of an understatement…. As common 
themes [in keynotes] began to present themselves, we were reminded, once again, 
of just how seamlessly the ideals of Round Square integrate with the Saint Andrew’s 
philosophy, not least of which is the notion of embracing the whole child in mind, body, 
and spirit.

Mr. Jason Glick, LS Faculty, Host Family, and RSIC Volunteer Manager

After hosting this year’s conference 
I thought I would feel generally the 
same way I felt after I left Kenya having 
attended RSIC 2012; surprisingly I felt 
completely different. Being a leader 
and not a delegate at the conference 
gave me a completely different view of a 
conference. Instead of experiencing first 
hand all of the excitement, I was behind 
the scenes helping to orchestrate it all. I 
felt empowered. Being able to help create 
a special week for 750 guests was truly 
life changing. This conference was the 
first time I had ever seen all divisions 
come together and share our SA Scots 
family… The week was a life changing 
and eye opening experience both for the 
delegates and for me. 

Charlotte Dowell ’14, Student Steering 
Committee Member and Host Family

RSIC 2013 was a very powerful event 
that had a transformative effect and a big 
impact in my life. To have something that 
I (and the rest of the steering committee) 
had helped shape and plan for the last 
two years finally happen, and happen 
so well, is such a great feeling because 
it affirms all the hard work we put in 
to making it the best conference ever. 
Combine that feeling with the making of 
nearly 800 new friends, both kids and 
adults, and the ability to learn and grow 
from some very inspiring people, and this 
experience quickly becomes the best 
week of my life. The conference also 
allowed me to express a different side of 
myself, one that doesn’t really show in 
school, whether for fear of how it would 
be received or to maintain an image; 
however, when you can see in the eyes 
and hear in the words of these delegates 
that they are really, truly grateful for 
every single second of work that was put 
in to making their experience fantastic, 
it makes it easy to let go of fear and 
embrace a greater community. 

Sam Henschel ’14, Student Steering 
Committee Member and Host Family 

Round Square week as a host family was 
a huge cultural immersion for our family. 
We learned more about Australian and 
Canadian cultures. We were also proud 
to share some of our American/Floridian 
culture with them like the beach and just 
quality family time. It was interesting 
to see where our worlds overlapped 
and where they were different. It was 
an amazing experience for the whole 
family, and we would also be open to 
participating again. 

Rachel Warren ’16, Wavemaker and 
Host Family
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2013

The conference was summed up 
nicely by Mr. Duncan Hossack Head of 
the Lower School during the Closing 
Ceremonies. His remarks follow: 

I have been asked by the organizers of 
our conference to make a few remarks to 
you that will help to tie together the ideas 
of the astonishing keynote speakers 
from whom we have heard this week. 
It is important that we spend some 
time reflecting on these ideas because, 
although we have had a fabulous week 
together, it will be wasted if we do not 
commit ourselves to taking these new 
ideas home to our schools, to sharing 
them with our friends and colleagues, and 
to taking personal action based on our 
new knowledge.

In essence, Adam Braun told a story of 
how one rogue wave at the height of a 
terrible storm at sea had focused him on 
searching for a more meaningful way to 
live his life. At that precise moment, he 
wasn’t sure exactly what that would look 
like, so he set off to discover the world, 
looking and listening and finding his 
inspiration in the eyes of a child whose 
dream in life was to own a pencil.

Jessica Jackley told us how, from a 
young age, she wanted to help those in 
need but that she felt overwhelmed by 
the scale of the problem. The words of 
her Sunday School teacher that “The 
poor will always be with us” froze her 
into inaction. But when she heard of the 
pioneering work of Mohammad Younis 
around micro-credit, she knew that this 
was where she could combine her skills 
and interests, and she helped set up 
Kiva.com, which thus far, has directed 
half a billion dollars in loans from people 
like you and me to small entrepreneurs 
around the world.

Craig and Marc Kielburger challenged us 
with the question, “What kind of legacy 
do you want to leave?” They pointed 
out that in the past two decades young 
people have often led social change. 
They spoke of Malala Yousufzai who 
exemplified their motto…Compassion, 
Community, Courage. They reminded us 
that there is nothing to be ashamed of 
in being idealistic and dreaming big and 
challenged us to set off a Riot For Good. 
They quoted Mother Theresa who, in a 
meeting with them, looked them in the 
eye, gazed into their souls and said, “We 
cannot do great things but we can do 
small things with great love.”

We also heard the important reminder 
from His Royal Highness, The Duke of 

Closing	Ceremony	by	Mr	Duncan	Hossack
York, that we must not allow the fear 
of failure to freeze us into inactivity but 
must accept that failure is part of a life 
well-lived and must embrace it and learn 
from it. Well, what can I say about Dr. 
Peter Diamandis? My brain is sore from 
the huge ideas, but my heart is filled 
with optimism for the future. The power 
of Dr. Diamandis’ message comes from 
his prodigious intelligence and his skill 
as a communicator. At the heart of his 
scholarly message is the belief that there 
is no problem that human ingenuity 
cannot solve and no challenge so great 
that it cannot be overcome. Here are 
some of the things that I have learned 
from our speakers:

Know yourself - Take the time to search 
out and identify the things that you care 
about most, that will provide you with the 
motivation to keep going when things get 
tough. 

Listen carefully – While you have 
identified your passion, listen carefully 
to ensure that your passion is congruent 
with the needs of those you hope to 
serve.

Don’t under-estimate the amount of 
blood, sweat, and tears that it takes to get 
anything meaningful off the ground. Start 
simple, don’t be discouraged if your first 
efforts are imperfect, and keep your eye 
on the goal.

Behind the words of our speakers, I sense 
a familiar, encouraging and consistent 
refrain and one that was dear to the 
heart of Kurt Hahn, the inspiration for our 
movement. Hahn said, “I regard it as the 
foremost task of education to insure the 
survival of these qualities: an enterprising 
curiosity, an undefeatable spirit, tenacity 
in pursuit, readiness for sensible self 
denial, and above all, compassion.”  I say 
to you wear humility and compassion as 
badges of honor because without love 
there is nothing. Be proud and grateful 
that you attend a Round Square School 
where real education is job one every 
day; where exchanges, conferences and, 
I believe, most powerfully, service projects 
help equip us for a life of leadership and 
service. I know that I speak for Peter 
Benedict, our Headmaster, for Mary Jo 
Finocchiaro, our Board Chair, and for 
all the members of the Saint Andrew’s 
School community when I say to you, our 
guests for a week…

Thank you. Thank you for what you 
have done for our community this week; 
thank you for the new ideas and the new 
understandings; thank you for your hard 

work; and thank you for the fun you have 
inspired. Know that you are now part of 
the greater Saint Andrew’s community 
and that whenever you need us, we 
will be here; and that whenever you are 
in our part of the world, there will be a 
welcome for you on our campus. I wish 
you speedy travels, safe arrivals, and 
until we meet again, God Bless.
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FROM	THE	CHAIRMAN	OF	THE	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	
Since my email to the Round Square 
Family, following the adult discussions 
held at RS 2013 International Conference 
hosted by Saint Andrew’s School, 
methodical progress continues to be 
made in regards to the development of 
the RS Global Strategic Plan.

Following the distribution of the summary 
of all discussion groups on key strategic 
topics held at RS 2013, a core writing 
group has been formed to work with our 
UK based global consultants, Group 
Partners, to develop the first draft of the 
Strategic Plan, in time for it to be shared 
with Members at the upcoming Regional 
Conferences to be held during January 
and February next year.  Input from 
Members through Regional discussion 

and back to the Board of Trustees via the 
Regional Director will be important when 
the Board meets in March to consider the 
Draft Strategic Plan.

Thought is currently being given as to 
how we might gain meaningful input from 
Students and Alumni into the strategic 
planning process.

The importance of this Global Strategic 
Plan in framing the future of our 
Organisation is critical.  As mentioned 
previously, the finalisation of the Global 
Strategic Plan will provide an opportunity 
for Regional implementation strategies    
to be developed by each Region,  
following the adoption of the Global 
Strategic Plan.

It is an exciting time for Round Square 
and, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, I 
look forward to sharing more with you in 
the coming months.

Roderick D Fraser 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

Much has been written and said about the 
passing of Nelson Mandela. I would like to take 
this opportunity to acknowledge and thank those 
many, many people within our membership who 
have marked the passing of such a great man with 
messages of support and condolence.

As the year rolls towards its close, we can reflect 
on another successful year for the organisation. 
The RSC2013 hosted by Saint Andrew’s School 
was a memorable occasion and again we must 
congratulate Nick Dorn and the “Wave Makers” 
for their energy, enthusiasm and excitement. Of 
significant value to the adult delegates in particular 
was the rich and productive adult program offered 
at the conference.

The 2014 Conferences are well on track. The 
2014 YRS Conference, which is hosted by Dainfern College at the beginning of 
May next year, promises to be a new and exciting opportunity for younger members 
to participate in the experience of an international conference. The host venues 
for the global conference later in the year, The Sanskaar Valley School and the 
King’s Academy,  are fully committed to presenting events that reflect the culture 
and character of their respective countries within the embracing ethos of the 
organisation.

The Chairman has referred to the exciting times that lie ahead for Round Square and 
I would second this, as our Global Strategic plan will take us into a new era. I would 
like to thank all who have contributed so far, and thank in advance, those who will be 
adding further value and shape to the document in the coming months.

For many of our member schools, December marks the Christmas celebrations and I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish all those who celebrate at this time of year, 
a very Happy Christmas. And to all our members, may 2014 be safe, successful and 
bring all you wish for. 

Brian Dawson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR U P D A T E STATEMENT FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF 
ROUND SQUARE
The death of Nelson Mandela last week 
has seen the passing of a heroic world 
statesman.  Round Square has lost a 
Patron and I have lost a great Friend.

His wisdom, courage and humility were 
an inspiration to all. This was so evident 
when, at the time I asked him to be our 
Patron, in part because of his influence 
on the democratisation of South Africa, 
he remarked that he was just a part of 
the bigger ANC movement that was 
instrumental in bringing about change.

I hope that Students in all Round Square 
Schools will grow to understand the 
significance of Nelson Mandela’s impact in 
the world during his lifetime.

I am delighted that our Executive Director, 
Brian Dawson, was able to attend the 
Memorial Service in Johannesburg on 
Tuesday and in doing so represent Round 
Square and me at a significant moment in 
world history.

Constantine R
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YRS 2014 
INTERNATIONAL 

Y O U N G 
ROUND SQUARE 
CONFERENCE 
Excitement about the conference is 
building or as we say in South Africa, 
“things are hotting up” 

Schools are invited to send FOUR 
student delegates and TWO adults. 

We encourage a member of your school’s 
administrative team - a Principal, Head 
of School, Head of Middle School or 
Member of Management, to attend as 
one of the adult delegates, along with 
the YRS Rep, to participate in the three 
adult planning sessions. These sessions 
will involve the sharing of current YRS 
practices as well as the gathering of 
thoughts and ideas regarding YRS to 
feed into the new RS strategic plan.
Pre-conference Tours
There are three pre-conference tours 
available, hosted by local schools: 
Nelspruit (Penryn College), Cape Town 
(St Cyprian’s School) and Johannesburg 
(Dainfern College). All three have been 
designed around local attractions and 
all three include wildlife excursions in 
various formats. Please see information, 
prices and photos on the YRS conference 
website. Please note that both the Penryn 
and St. Cyprian’s tours require deposits, 
as a result, registration for a pre-
conference tour may precede the formal 
conference registration.

Please visit the conference website 
and Facebook Page

http://yrs2014.roundsquare.org/

https://www.facebook.com/yrs2014.
roundsquare

Registration is now open!!

We currently have “Intention to Register” 
submissions for the majority of places 
available for students, and those schools 
that submitted their intentions will be 
given preference during the registration 
process. We would ask these schools to 
initiate the registration process as soon 
as possible to have your school details 
captured on our database. It is possible to 
add personal/pupil details later. Additional 
schools and requests for more students 
will be added later if capacity allows.

To Register please visit:

https://www.regonline.co.uk/register/
checkin.aspx?MethodId=0&eventsessionI
d=7dcbd4d77ec34399921d4663818d9b8
e&eventID=1207574

Tweet	Tweet We	now	have	

over	400	followers	

Follow	us	on	Twitter	

Editor of RS NEWS
Suzanne Cook, Marketing & 
Communications Manager

E-mail: suzanne@roundsquare.org 

Contributions
Please send you news and photos to 
Suzanne Cook for the next edition.

Are	you	following	Round	Square	on	Twitter	
yet?		Keep	up	to	date	with	News	from	the	

Round	Square	community	

https://twitter.com/r0undsquare

mailto:admark@roundsquare.org
https://twitter.com/r0undsquare
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NEED TO FUNDRAISE, 
STUCK FOR IDEAS? 

HERE	ARE	A	FEW	TRIED	AND	TESTED	BY	OTHER	
ROUND	SQUARE	MEMBERS

Homemade food sales: e.g. cakes and 
cookies baked by students and staff

Lollipop sales.

Tuck shop profits.

Sell waffles.

Chicken snack sales.

Fair Trade hot chocolate sales.

Sales of hot chocolate to students on cold 
mornings.

Sales of edible items during parent/
teacher meetings.

A drink and raffle stall at the annual Craft 
Fair, open to the general public.

Pizza lunch.

Sausage Sizzle.

“Cups of Happiness”, cordial frozen and 
sold weekly

Gelato and chocolate frog sale.

Cadbury donated boxes of chocolates for 
school to sell for a small profit.

Funfair organised by students, eg game 
stalls.

Selling coffee and sweets at school 
“Kaffee Hahn”.

Bake sales at Christmas concert, Annual 
Drama Production and Spring Concert

Krispy Kreme doughnut sale.

Lunchtime BBQs.

BBQ at local shopping centre.

Make necklaces to sell.

Auction and sale of student made items.

Sponsored events e.g. local races, walks, 
head shaving.

24hr sponsored run.

12 hour sports event (teams of students 
play various sports from 10am to 10pm).

Walkathon.

Sponsored “soccerthon”, fun team outfits 
created.

Charity concerts.

Staff v student football match, charge for 
admission.

Fun fete.

Hosted a Round Square Day.

Major fundraising event on college 
“Founders Day”.

RS Quiz evening plus dinner.

Movie night at a local cinema.

School movie night.

Valentines Ball.

Halloween Ball.

International Day.

Garden Party.

Curry evening (curies bought in and sold 
at a profit).

RS week activities, all portfolios held 
activities to raise money related to their 
RS pillar.

RS carnival, video games, tattoo centres, 
food stalls,a rock concert, fashion show.

Piano Recital.

School dance / student dance night

Easter egg hunt.

Poinsettia plants sold to alumni, family 
and students in memory of someone. 
(chapel is then adorned with the plants for 
the Christmas service, plants then given 
to local retirement homes).

Money collected at chapel services.

Selling “Peace One Day” badges.

Card and friendship band sale.

Sale of RS badges.

Light lunch days (eat a very small lunch 
and money saved, sent to PAPF).

Instead of a 3 course meal only have 2 
courses and donate the money saved.

Musical busking.

T-shirt sale.

Sale of gift items brought back from RS 
conferences, exchanges and service 
projects.

Second hand book sale.

Traditional dress day.

Raffle ticket sale at school fashion 
parade.

Raffle ticket sale during Parents 
interview night, winning ticket got front 
row tickets at opening night of school 
play, valet parking on the night and 
tickets to Christmas concert.

Dress Red for RS Day.

Paying to wear home clothes to school.

Volunteer afternoons.
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For a lucky group of Radford Students, 
September could not come quick 
enough! Again this year we were 
fortunate enough to have a team of 
seven girls pack their bags for Fiji – so 
escaping the last frosts of Canberra’s 
chilly winter.

The first week of their Service work, led 
by Rod Summerton, was conducted 
at Namuamua village, a remote 
mountainous jungle location. It was here 
that the girls met their host families and 
quickly established beautiful friendships 
with those who cared for them during 
their stay. Whilst there, the girls assisted 
with the refurbishment of an old boarding 
house & assisted with activities at 
the local primary school. During the 
second week, Yanuya village was their 
‘home’ with days spent working with the 
Mamanuca Environment Society doing 
beach, reef & ocean floor cleanup.
Upon arrival back at Radford after the 
vacation break, it was wonderful to hear 
of the stories, the great camaraderie 
and friendships formed. The experience 
for some has paved the way to looking 
further ahead at service work in remote 

locations; but certainly it has given yet 
another dimension to the wonderful work 
& opportunities offered through Round 
Square.

Throughout the year we have also 
hosted some 20 students as part of 
our National Exchange program. This 
program stands as a much sought after 
event for our Year 8 students, with much 
competition to secure a placement.  This 
event, along with the competition to 
secure a place within Conference team 
delegations is further assisting us as we 
prepare to host the Young Round Square 
Regional conference in November of 
next year.

Radford	College	-	heads	off	to	Fiji	again!

Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School is 
situated in the bushland of South Western 
Australia. Most people would travel far 
to find such a perfect camping place. We 
were lucky enough to be able to take 
advantage of these surroundings while 
camping on our school oval!

I started school at St Stithians College, 
which is a Round Square school in 
South Africa, and that is where I got 
the idea to have a school camp out. I 
am in Year 6 and felt confident that I 
could introduce this exciting event to our 
school in Western Australia. I used the 
experience to satisfy one of the tasks of 
the Leadership ideals, as I worked toward 
my GOLD Young Round Square Award.

I was responsible for planning and 
organising the whole camp-out. This 
involved many meetings with teachers 
and the Head of the Primary School. I 
spent a lot of time making lists, writing 
letters and allocating responsibilities. I 
learned a lot about communicating and 
delegating.

On the day of the camp-out I was very 
excited, but anxiously hoping that 

everything would go according to plan. 
I should never have worried because 
as soon as the first families arrived and 
started setting up their tents the fun 
started. We had organised games and the 
School oval quickly filled up with laughter. 

As it got dark, we ate our sausage 
sizzles and got ready for a treasure hunt! 
Children raced off into the dark bushland, 
armed with flashlights, to find clues. It 
was very rewarding to see everyone 
enjoying themselves. 

The highlight of the evening was a great 
big campfire where we gathered around 
and roasted marshmallows. I took a 
moment to sit down at the fire and think 
about what a success the evening had 
been. It had been busy but it was obvious 
that children and parents had not been 
disappointed. 

 The next morning, as I cleaned up the 
oval, I felt sad that all the fun had come to 
an end but everyone agreed the camp-out 
was a success and it was definitely worth 
all the hard work.

by Year 6 Student (aged 10)

Primary School Camp-out

To all of our Round Square Family, 
on behalf of the Staff & Students of 
Radford College,  I wish one and all 
a Safe, Happy & Holy Christmas with 
family and friends.
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The	Water	Tanks	at	Legacy	School	Narok	in	Kenya
In December 2010 Amy Turner 
completed her education at Westminster 
School by going to Kenya as part of a 
Round Square International Service 
Project, and it was here that she met 
Margaret Koileken, Principal of the 
Legacy School Narok, which started a 
relationship between the two schools 
that still continues today. Here is Amy’s 
story:

After meeting Margaret during our stay 
at the Mara Simba Lodge in December 
2010, I was inspired by her story and 
her determination to help educate 
children.  The stories of the children and 
their struggle for education, something 
that we take for granted.  From memory, 
I think we were only meant to spend 
about an hour listening to Margaret’s 
story, but it turned into a few hours 
because of all the international students 
just being completely glued to what 
she was saying and I believe this is a 
testament to all of her amazing work.

For me, coming back into life in 
Australia was extremely hard, having 
to sleep on the floor for a few nights 
as I completely immersed myself in 
the culture over there.  It was also my 
eighteenth birthday only two days after 
I got back into the country, and for me, 
I could not accept all the gifts from my 
incredibly generous friends and family 
knowing that children in the country I 
had just been were struggling to get a 

basic education.  As a result, I asked my 
friends and family to donate money that 
I would send directly to Margaret for her 
to spend how she saw fit at her school.  
The donations were mind-blowing and 
Margaret chose to spend it on a water 
tank for the school.  After which, I made a 
speech to Westminster  School and they 
continued to fundraise which has lead 
to another water tank being built and a 
relationship between Westminster and 
Margaret’s school being formed as well.

This is Amy’s water tank!
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Twelve-year-old schoolgirl Poppy Mulford 
has risen to a challenge which would 
have been well beyond the reach of most 
people twice her age, by cycling the 459 
km between the temples of Ayutthaya in 
Thailand and Angkor Wat in Cambodia. In 
the process, she single-handedly raised 
over 220,000 baht (US$7,400) to help a 
young Thai girl have the operation she 
needs to restore her hearing.

Poppy, a pupil at The Regent’s School 
Pattaya, set herself the Temple2Temple 
Challenge after making friends with eight-
year-old Yok, a pupil at the Sotpattana 
School for the Deaf. Every week for 
six weeks Poppy undertook a gruelling 
training regime with her father, Nathaniel 
Mulford, and her dedication paid off 
as she completed the arduous route 
in 5 days. On one day she managed a 
staggering 108km.

Temple	to	Temple
Poppy commented, “I am really proud 
of my achievement on a personal level, 
because that was a really long distance to 
ride, but I had all the motivation I needed, 
knowing that my actions could help my 
friend Yok to one day get her hearing.”

Poppy’s challenge was supported from 
the outset by her community of friends 
and staff at The Regent’s. Several 
members of her support team during 
the ride are members of staff at the 
school, including Paul Madden, the Head 
of PE. Paul commented, “Poppy is an 
extraordinary student, with great sporting 
ability and motivation. For a girl of her age 
to complete a sporting challenge like this 
is an inspiration to us all, whatever our 
age.”

Watch this movie at Poppys blogspot: 
http://poppymulford.blogspot.
co.uk/2013/11/movies-released.html

And these are our RSIS Kenya 2011 
participants from Westminster School, 
Victoria Cant and Brooke Griffin 
with Margaret and the water tank. 

In 2012, our student delegation The 
Armidale School Young Round Square 
Conference decided to respond to 
the conference’s theme of Out of the 
Blue: Water Changes Everything, by 
fundraising for a second water tank.  
The Westminster School delegation 
consisted of Sarah Averay, William 
Chaffer, Callum Hastie, Charlotte 
Hillam, Mikayla Opie, Ania Schmidt, 
Madeline Slegers, Rosie Williamson 
and Chris Haines.
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Fiji	Regional	Project	2013
During the recent two week term break 
a group of 19 participants from Round 
Square schools within the Australasia and 
East Asia region came together for the Fiji 
Regional Project 2013.  Staff and students 
from Ivanhoe Grammar School, St Paul’s 
Grammar School, Bunbury Cathedral 
Grammar School, Radford College and St 
Philips College took part.

After meeting in Nadi and spending some 
time finishing off activity planning and 
getting to know each other, the group 
travelled to their first destination – the 
village of Namuamua – which is an 
incredibly remote indigenous Fijian village 
where the people are largely dependent 
on the jungle and rivers to sustain their 
existence. There are no roads, cars, shops 
and very little electricity. The only way in is 
a ride on a long boat – and what a ride it is!

We stayed in the village for a week – 
homestaying with the villagers, with our 
project work having several aspects.  
Students ran daily classes in the village 
primary school, with activities ranging 
from maths and science to music, dance, 
sport and art.  A second focus involved 
completing some much needed renovating 
on two small boarding houses where 
children from other villages lacking 
schools need to come in and stay.  A 
most important feature of this work was 
providing some solar lighting to the 
boarding houses so that the children have 
some lighting after dark and can actually 
read a book or do some homework, which 
was previously not possible.  The third 
activity involved some tree planting in an 
area which had been damaged because of 
wood harvesting for building and firewood 
collection for cooking.  

In return our group spent considerable 
time actively learning about the local 
culture, including bamboo raft making, 
weaving, jungle farming and of course the 
magnificent music.

The lifestyle is really tough but the warmth 
of the people is infectious.  Everyone 
agrees that while all the work and effort 
was most worthwhile the most valuable 
time was spent with the families.  They are 
just such natural hosts, love entertaining 
visitors and are very curious about the 
outside world.  Understandably, when the 
time for farewell came, it was a very tearful 
one!

So, next step – back down the river, out 
on a ferry to a vastly different location – a 
village called Yanuya on a small island 
where the lifestyle is totally controlled by 
the sea.  Again, the group homestayed with 
the villagers and right from the moment 

of our arrival the warmth and care of the 
families was again obvious.

This time our work had two aspects – firstly 
running a similar although more limited 
activity program at the school and secondly 
working with a strong environmental focus.  
Yanuya is part of a chain of islands, several 
of which are pristine and uninhabited.  The 
area is a conservation area for turtles and 
iguanas and is also home to an important 
coral reef.  Part of our task involved 
ensuring that there was no rubbish on the 
beaches which unfortunately does tend to 
float in off the ocean.  The second phase 
was undoubtedly one of the highlights of 
the trip – a day of snorkelling in crystal 
clear warm water over a beautiful coral reef 
on a “search and destroy” mission seeking 
out the invasive crown of thorns starfish.  
What a beautiful experience being an 
unofficial caretaker of a totally uninhabited 
island!

An exciting plan for next year is to actually 
learn to do some coral propagating on a 
reef badly damaged by a cyclone on late 
2012.

Of course, all good things must come to 
an end.  Two weeks living and working 
in beautiful locations, with wonderfully 
warm and culturally deep people, learning 
about lifestyles and serious life challenges, 
playing a small role in caring for fragile 
environments – and all with a group of 
nineteen interesting, committed, fun-loving 
people.  All in all the trip was a wonderful 
success – a success to be built on in 
coming years – and it was really hard to 
say good bye.
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Destination	Dreaming:	“Indigenous	Project	for	our	region”
23rd – 29th June 2014 
Applications open from 3rd Oct 
until 3rd Dec 2013

2014 brings an exciting opportunity 
for students to be part of this Project 
engaging with the Quandamooka 
people. The program is located on 
North Stradbroke Island, off the coast of 
Brisbane in Queensland. Students will 
explore the remote environment, culture, 
history and language of the community on 
North Stradbroke Island.

This is an amazing opportunity to gain 
an understanding of an Aboriginal culture 
and history and gain new appreciation of 
the challenges faced by the first people of 
this land.

A key part of this program will be learning 
through active citizenship and building 
friendships across cultures. You’ll be 
stepping outside your comfort zone, 
learning to appreciate and become aware 
of social injustice and the ways we can 
respond as active global citizens.
This program is open to a maximum of 16 
students only for 2014.
Be Part of an Inspiring Project, on 
North Stradbroke Island. The heart of 
this program is the formation of a new 
partnership with the Quandamooka 
People of North Stradbroke Island.
North Stradbroke Island was once the 

capital of Queensland and is home to 
some of the richest history in modern and 
ancient Australia. 

Schools have an amazing opportunity to 
lead this partnership and provide new
opportunities to learn firsthand from
traditional owners of the Island. Learn
about the people’s connection to the
Indicative Program Cost: $1360pp

• Experienced Program Facilitator and 
first aider 

• All permits, entry costs and
Dreaming (the creation) and the 
traditional owner payments

• All transport on Nth Stradbroke Island

• 5 nights camping and gear hire, 5 living 
in today’s society. dinners, 5 lunches, 5 
breakfasts

• Salt Water Murris 
workshops- ‐ payments 
supporting their 
community programs (no 
additional fundraising 
required)

• Community relationship 
management 

• Risk management, 
communications,
insurance and program 
admin.

For further information on Application 
& bursary process contact  Friends of 
Round Square (Australia). They will 
offer student bursaries for this program. 
Please see our site for process and 
eligibility criteria: 

www.forsaust.org

E-mail: robyn.angus64@gmail.com 

Also see Destination Dreaming website:
http://destinationdreaming.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/
destinationdreaming

RS	Alumni	Australia	Adventure	Event
The second RSAA ‘adventure’ event 
for 2013 saw a small but passionate 
and committed team of four alumni get 
together for ‘The Stampede’ event, held 
near the Yarra Valley in Melbourne’s 
eastern fringe on Saturday 26th October. 

The stampede perfectly embodies the 
round square ideal of adventure, being 
a test of physical and mental toughness, 
but is also a fun and inclusive event with 
participants of all ages and fitness levels 
competing. 

With two team members doing the 5km 
course, and two doing the 10km course, 
we tackled various obstacles including 
running through mud pits, crawling 
through tunnels and under barbed wire, 
climbing over walls and up ramps, sliding 
down a slip ‘n’ slide, even sliding over the 
bonnets of old cars! Certainly not your 
average Saturday afternoon! 

By the end of the event, the whole team 
were exhausted, and covered in mud, 
but we’re certainly filled with a sense of 
achievement! 

Thanks to those who participated for 
contributing to such a fun alumni event. 
We’re certainly keen to go around again 
next year, hopefully with an even bigger 
team! 

If you would like to get involved, like us 
on “Round Square Alumni Australia”
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S p a c e  A d v e n t u r e r 
This year Brookhouse took a large 
delegation to the USA and after our 
Hotchkiss pre-conference tour of Boston 
and New York, the group split into two; 
our delegation participated in the Round 
Square international conference in Boca 
Raton whilst the other students engaged 
in an educational tour of Florida.  

Year 9 Brookhouse student Saloni 
Sanghani had this to say about her 
experience:

“During the Round Square conference 
tour in October 2013 we did a lot of fun 
and exciting things, but by far the most 
interesting part of the trip was the Science 
part. It was brilliant!  We went to three 
of the best places that I can imagine: 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT)  - one of the best scientific 
research universities on the planet; the 
Kennedy Space Centre (NASA); and the 
Astronaut’s Hall of Fame, both situated in 
Orlando.

At MIT we saw the unique architectural 
style of their research buildings, 
Thomas Edison’s inventions and several 
phenomenal laboratories. It was like I 
had taken a step into the future and I will 
definitely apply for my university studies 
there!

In Orlando, we went to the Kennedy 
Space Centre run by NASA: we met an 
astronaut, saw the Rocket Garden and 
the IMAX theatre, visited the Angry Bird’s 
Space Encounter where our flexibility 
and mathematical skills were put to the 
test, and best of all, climbed through the 
Atlantis Space Shuttle, where we went on 
a simulator and  I felt like I was in outer 
space, which was fantastic. There was 
also a lecture called ‘Explorers Wanted’, 
showing why joining NASA would be 
beneficial and how they are trying to make 
space travel public, like flying.

We also visited the Astronaut’s Hall of 
Fame and conducted several experiments 
like increasing pressure and then 
releasing it to show how a rocket moves in 
a streamlined manner using soda bottles. 
We also had an experience of how a Mars 
rover travels to Mars. 

This definitely was extraordinary as I’ve 
always had an interest in Science and 
visiting these marvellous places was really 
exciting.  It made me consider how my 
future might unfold.  I would like to thank 
my teachers and my school for making 
this trip a dream come true - Saloni 
Sanghani”

Such pre-and post-conference 
opportunities really can inspire our 
students and I’m sure Kurt Hahn would 
be proud of the adventurous spirit of this 
young lady.

Mr Willie Ng’ang’a, Round Square Rep
Brookhouse School  

In aid to raise money for the Santa shoe 
box project St Cyprians high school had a 
civvies day. Meaning every girl could wear 
what she would like to school- instead 
of our uniform- In exchange for R7. This 
money was raised to buy the contents for 
each box that we would put together and 
pledge to the santa shoe box project, as 
the following items are required to make 
all boxes equally filled with goodies; 
Toothpaste and toothbrush, bar of soap 
and wash cloth, an outfit of clothing, 
Educational supplies, sweets and a toy.

With the proceeds of this day we were 
able to make 13 boxes filled with love. 
The Santa shoebox project is a non- 
profitable organization that provides 
“Christmas presents” to children of all 
ages, that would under normal conditions 
be unable to receive a gift. They are 
able to keep this project going with all 
the individuals (like St Cyprians school 
girls) who voluntarily pledge a box to a 
child and fill it to the needs of that child. 
The project has grown from 2006 when 
it was started and the number of Santa 
Shoeboxes has increased from 180 
boxes in 2006 to 99 470 boxes in 2012.

Share	the	Joy	of	Giving	-	The	Santa	shoebox	project	
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October	is	breast	cancer	month	
In support of this St Cyprians had an 
internal awareness week. Our annual 
Pink Ribbon was tied around the cypress 
tree at the main entrance. Signifying 
breast cancer month. During the week 
we hang a big pink ribbon in the library 
where the girls can write little messages, 
sparing a though for someone who has 
suffered through cancer. 

Our community leaders; Sophie and 
Abbie organized a bake sale to raise 
funds for an organization, Reach for 
Recovery. Friday was filled with delicious 
cupcakes. To raise these funds the 
girls will voluntarily bake goods and 
bring them to school to be sold for R5 a 
cupcake. The week ended with a chapel 
service.

A guest speaker-Nicki Von Arx- joined 
us to share her story. It was inspiring, 
touching all our hearts.

REGIONAL NEWS - EUROPE

Students of Abbotsholme are Hunger Heroes  
870 Million people around the world 
go hungry every day and Free The 
Children run a campaign ‘We Scare 
Hunger’ to collect food and donate to 
local foodbanks. In 2012 We Scare 
Hunger participants collected 875,000 
lbs of food! 

Abbotsholme is a ‘Hunger Hero’ signing 
up to help with the campaign and were 
featured in the Free the Children We 
Scare Hunger promotional flyer. For the 
second year running, students across 
various year groups from Abbotsholme 
School in Staffordshire have combined 
forces to organise the school-wide 
campaign. The Year 7 Round Square 
team spearheaded the collection of 
tinned food, while the Sixth Form 
Round Square Committee organised 
an accompanying Halloween-themed 
cake sale, apple bobbing contest and 
haunted house experience.  

The campaign was sparked after a 
Free The Children visit to Abbotsholme, 
where our speakers delivered an 
assembly and workshop to the Year 
7 students. The visit left the students 
buzzing and motivated to support a 
good cause.

After the visit, the Year 7s decided to 
promote and organise the We Scare 
Hunger campaign across the school. 
The school also held a mufti day to 

raise money for Adopt a Village clean 
water projects in Haiti, and some students 
and staff opted for fancy dress costumes 
on the day!

The events raised almost £300 in total, 
alongside the huge amount of food 
collected by students for the Stoke-
on-Trent foodbank. It was also a great 
opportunity for students and teachers to 
learn more about hunger and other issues 
affecting those in their community.

Lower Canada College (see Regional 
News Americas) have also been involved 
in this campaign (see page 14) 



14		|		Round	Square	News		|	Issue	17		|		Dec	2013

REGIONAL NEWS - EUROPE

On Sunday 11th August a group of 14 
volunteers from years 10 and 11 met 
at Langdale Boarding House, ready to 
prepare for the Young Carers Holiday 
2013.

We made party bags for the children, with 
sweets and lots of fun little toys. 

The Young Carers Holiday is designed 
for young children between the ages of 5 
and 12, who have a sibling or parent who 
is disabled, this means that the young 
child is either a primary or secondary 
carer for their disabled family member 
and therefore they have little or no free 
time, and are unable to enjoy the simple 
pleasures that the average child would. 
The holiday is a chance for the children to 
get away from all the responsibilities they 
carry at home. 

They arrived on Monday morning and 
once they had found their rooms and 
settled in, they were ready to get stuck 
into the activities that we had planned. 
We started off with some ice breaker 
games in the Dance Studio, duck-duck-
goose was in full swing when the fire 
alarm interrupted and we had to evacuate 
to the tennis courts in the pouring rain, 
luckily after being given the all clear we 
were able to head inside and get changed 
before going for lunch. 

We split the children into two groups and 
the afternoon started with one group 
doing arts and crafts, making alien masks 
and another taking part in a treasure hunt 
round the school grounds. 

In the evening all the Young Carers got 
into fancy dress outfits and we had a BBQ 
on the terrace, luckily the sun was shining 
and we managed to have some space 

Young Carers Holiday 2013
hopper races along the grass, followed 
by some every enthusiastic games of 
musical chairs and musical statues. 
Eventually we headed back to Langdale 
and watched Madagascar Three. 

The next morning we where up early and 
headed down to Hodge Howe for some 
water sports and land based activities. 
One group set out in canoes whilst the 
others played games in the woods, like 
capture the flag and cross the swamp. 

In the afternoon the sun shone  bright and 
we played for hours on a blow up assault 
course, before ordering a take-away 
and heading up to Crampton Hall in our 
pyjamas to watch a film.

On our final day we headed back to the 
lake and went sailing, we sailed to the 
islands out on the lake and took turns 
jumping into the water off a massive rock, 
and the group who had already canoed 
took part in the land based activities. 

Once all the children where back 
ashore we had a BBQ lunch before the 
prize giving. Each child was given a 
certificate for taking part in the weekend. 
Unfortunately soon after it was time to say 
our goodbyes. 

All the children and volunteers had a 
lovely time and I’m sure I speak for all of 
us when I say that we are looking forward 
to see all the young carers again next 
year. It was a really rewarding experience 
and I would recommend it to anyone. 

We would like to thank all the staff who 
made the holiday possible and so much 
fun for us all. 

Anna Broomby

Today the Year 7’s from Abbotsholme 
School in England had a Skype 

interactive session with the Anania 
Shirakatsy Lyceum in Armenia. The 
group had discussions on how each 
country celebrates Christmas and 

New Years. The pupils then became 
more comfortable and had a sing off 

back and forth.  

The Abbotsholme pupils began with 
Jingle Bells and the Anania School 
joined in, we then sang Jerusalem 
and they sang their school hymn in 

Armenian.  

The pupils discussed their daily 
schedule, what classes they enjoyed 
(it seems OED and Games classes 
were most popular)  The Armenian 

pupils really liked our uniform and we 
were envious that they were able to 
wear their home clothes every day.  

The session ended with new 
friendships and pen pals will be 

established.  We will skype again 
next term.  All in all, a first for 

Abbotsholme and a lovely way for 
sharing our global education.

Skyping to share 
global education



In October students throughout the Junior 
School at Lower Canada College set off 
on a month-long campaign encouraged 
by Free the Children entitled “We Scare 
Hunger”.

Throughout the course of the month the 
students collected boxes and boxes of 
non-perishable food items and sent these 
to local Montreal organization Share the 
Warmth.

Immediately following Halloween, the 
students also brought in all their left-
over halloween candies as treats to be 
distributed at Share the Warmth. One 
student brought in her favourite candies to 
ensure those less privileged would get the 
tastiest treats.

In addition, the Junior School students 

REGIONAL NEWS - AMERICAS

Lower Canada College Scare Hunger 
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at LCC hosted a free-dress day which 
allowed them to come to school out of 
their regular school uniform for a small 
monetary donation. Through this event, 
they raised $500 which they donated to 
Action Against Hunger. They also took 
part in a creative art competition hosted 
by Action Against Hunger. The campaign 
proved so effective that young Kai D. in 
grade two decided that, instead of gifts, 
for his upcoming birthday he would ask 
for donations to Action Against Hunger.

Finally, the Junior School student 
leadership team voted to focus its 
year-long fundraising efforts on the 
local organization Le Club des Petits 
Déjeuners du Québec! We look forward to 
seeing the results later in June.

At The English School in Bogotá, 
Colombia, one of the ways our students 
show a commitment to leadership 
and service is by their fundraising and 
volunteer work for Techo (Roof), a 
foundation that builds emergency housing 
and does social service work in 19 
countries in Latin America. 

Our school has participated in the Techo 
school constructions for the past three 
years, in which students from various 
schools in Bogotá spend a three-day 
weekend building emergency housing for 
people living in extreme poverty.

Each house costs 3,6 million pesos 
(roughly 1,800 US dollars), and the 
students have to raise the money 
themselves. The houses last 7-10 years, 
and their principal benefit is that they 
keep our water, which is extremely 
important in a city as rainy as Bogotá. 

One of the way students raise the money 
is La Noche Sin Techo, in which students 
donate 15,000 pesos to Techo so they 
can camp on the school fields on a 
Friday. This year we raised 1,6 million 
pesos through this event!

Besides the obvious service element 
involved in this project, there is also 
a strong leadership element. A senior 
student named Maria Jose was the Techo 
student leader in 2011, and as such 
organized the fundraising and recruited 
students to participate in the house 
building. She identified a junior student, 
Julian, as her successor, and Julian led 
the Techo fundraising and volunteer 
recruiting last year. Julian, in turn, chose 
a student named Daniel to be the Techo 
leader in school this year.

Techo (Roof) Emergency House Building Project

RS Week 
at Appleby 

College
From November 18 – 22, 2013 
Appleby College hosted its 3rd 
Annual RS Week. Inspired by a 

recent article describing St. Stithians 
Girls’ College RS Civvies Day, 

students were encouraged to dress 
in the cultural attire of their heritage 
or that of a country they had visited 

or learned about. 

Activities throughout the week 
included the selling of gourmet 
lollipops, organic Fairtrade hot 
chocolate and the event that 

got students most excited: the 
opportunity to purchase Beavertails 

(a Canadian fried dough pastry, hand 
stretched to resemble a beaver’s 

tail) and poutine from a Food Truck 
vendor. 

Our council’s service activity this 
week involved filming scripted 

scenarios for one of our community 
service partners: Community Living 
Oakville. The videos will be used in 
workshops with people living with 
developmental disabilities to raise 

their awareness of the various types 
of abuse such as financial abuse and 

neglect that they may experience.

These students propose fundraising 
events and recruit volunteers entirely on 
their own, and only come to teachers 
for authorization. I am proud to say that 
Techo is one of those rare projects that 
has naturally become a tradition carried 
on by the students, without any need 
for teachers to prop it up. It is truly a 
model for the rest of our school of what a 
student-led project is. 



St. Clement’s has enjoyed its first year 
of an exchange program with Vidya 
Devi Jindal School (VDJS) in Hisar, 
India.  This partnership was struck 

when the two school principals met at 
a previous conference and discussed 

ways to connect the two schools.  
After much discussion between 

Round Square coordinators, this past 
October, three intrepid senior girls 

from VDJS were hosted by three St. 
Clement’s girls and their families for a 

16 day exchange.

This was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn about a foreign culture, 

make new friends, and establish a 
connection with a Round Square 

partner in another region of the world.  

In March, the three St. Clement’s 
girls will fly to India for four weeks 

and board at VDJS, meeting up with 
their respective exchange partners.  
The St. Clement’s community very 

much looks forward to learning of their 
experiences, and hopes that this new 
forged partnership will strengthen in 

the years ahead.

REGIONAL NEWS - AMERICAS
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There is more in you than you think
(Kurt Hahn, Germany, 1934)

With this learning philosophy in mind, 11 
Lima students (Markham College, Peru), 
5 California based students (Cate School, 
USA), one foreign exchange student 
(Cobham Hall, UK) and their teachers 
embarked upon a learning journey – a 
Surf & Service experiential experience in 
Lobitos, a north coast community in Peru.

The basic idea was to bring an 
international group of young surfers to 
try to understand the daily challenges 
of sustainable development for the local 
Lobiteños and to assist them in some 
service tasks of direct benefit for parts of 
the community.  We also planned to surf 
at least every morning and afternoon, 
cramming in as much time in the waves 
as we could without neglecting our social 
service.  Local surfers like Magoo la Rosa 
and Holggers Clavijo accompanied and 
guided us, in addition to Muelas (Roberto 
Meza).  Teachers Peter Kvietok and Jim 
Masker designed and coordinated all the 
service components.     

A short visit to Catacaos upon our flight’s 
arrival in Piura introduced the reality of 
small village life to all of us. We walked 
through narrow city streets, ate criollo food 
and meandered through a crowed crafts 
fair. After a bus ride to Lobitos we all felt 
our breath stop as we gazed out at an 
incredibly formed tubular wave breaking 
on the beach right in front of our hotel!  
Within 15 minutes, boards were unpacked, 
wetsuits were pulled on and the surge was 
below, around and on top of us all. The 
wave in Lobitos may not be the biggest 
in Peru, but a combination of key factors 
have contributed to it being classified as 
a world category wave and we were all 
pumped.   

During the week, we worked with the 
local public school in Lobitos by offering 
student-led teaching in Maths and English. 
We figured the local Lobitos children would 
love an opportunity to learn from peers 
from other parts of Peru and the USA. And 
the kids did perk right up as students like 
Matias Vildoso made them feel that Maths 
was fun and doable for all. Others like 
Nikola Cukic and Jake Dexter-Meldrum 
held the intent gaze of most of the girls 
throughout the classes. The experienced 
local teachers understandably chuckled 
at some of the non-traditional teaching 
methods we used but there was a spirit of 
learning and experimentation going on.  

We also repainted the school playground 
sets in bright colours under the hot 
northern sun and that was no easy task!  
Finally, we wanted to leave a lasting 
positive impression for all so we painted a 

Experiential learning amidst Lobitos waves
large school mural on the walls in front of 
the football field that included a breaking 
wave with whales surfacing in the sea, 
dolphins jumping and exotic local birds 
peering out from foliage - marine and 
coastal life for all to see.  This scene was 
selected to remind all of the inherent 
natural beauty of seascapes and the need 
to preserve them.  

We were also impressed by local efforts 
to teach surfing to local school kids by 
resident surfers.  The growth in surfing 
has resulted in a sizeable economic 
boom for Lobitos, but few “locals” have 
directly benefited from this bonanza.  
Max de la Rosa, former world surfing 
champion, and others have started a local 
NGO that focuses on empowering local 
schoolchildren to surf and participate in 
the development of Lobitos’s present and 
future surf industry.  We jumped at the 
opportunity to help teach surfing as part of 
the local school’s PE program.  We were 
also excited about contributing towards the 
empowerment of the local kids to become 
direct and more pro-active stakeholders in 
the growth and development of their town.     

Another task that we had set out for 
ourselves was to carry out house 
improvements for two needy families 
of the community.  Two families with 
elderly members were carefully selected 
and we set about the task of house 
improvements.  We concentrated on the 
installation of interior cement floors (so 
basic a need to improve health), and the 
rebuilding of collapsed ceilings and shaky 
internal walls.  Our selection of families 
was carried out with the assistance of a 
social worker (Demuna) from the local 
municipal government.  The task was 
huge but team spirit and the guts to keep 
at it made it all a success. Fingers were 
banged by accident by inexperienced 
young carpenters, backs quickly became 
sore from cement mixing and pouring 
and paint seemed to get everywhere, but 
our hearts were also touched.  Markham 
student, Rafaeal Zuñiga took the time to 
interview one of the elderly occupants and 
Sra Malanga told us about her life touched 
by hard labour, distant and indifferent 
family members, and apathy from local 
authorities.  We were moved to work extra 
hard as time progressed.         

On the last two days, we all headed 
off  to surf Organos, (small waves on 
the day we were there) and went on a 
fascinating whale watching tour in the bay 
of Organos and enjoyed seeing various 
marine species up close.  On the final day, 
we all saw Pacific crocodiles in Tumbes 
and learned of conservation efforts to 
breed these in captivity in order eventually 
re-introduce them to the wild.  Finally we 

toured the mangrove swamps, a unique 
natural environment in far northern Peru.  
This epic trip is sure to be repeated in 
future years.

St. Clement’s 
exchange with VDJS
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The Ese Eja community of Palma Real Community Service project in Tambopata
The Palma Real service project took 
place May 2013 and 18 Markham 
students participated along with 5 foreign 
exchange students. This international 
mixture was further varied by our fortune 
to be working in an indigenous local Ese 
Eja community, Palma Real, located in 
the heart of the Amazon.  We hoped to 
learn from and grow to appreciate this 
great cultural diversity and to build upon 
team and adventure spirit.  We also 
hoped to humbly make a contribution 
towards community development amongst 
the villagers and to examine some of 
the challenges posed to sustainable 
development in Amazonian communities. 
These indigenous communities are 
currently under the pressure of informal 
mining, logging, tourism, fishing and 
agriculture.  Furthermore, this was to be 
the first ever residential community service 
project conducted by Markham College 
in the Amazonian lowlands.  We also 
hoped to be able to initiate an oral history 
and language documentation project by 
collecting some of the rich oral myths that 
flavour the cosmological visions of the Ese 
Eja peoples.  What an exciting challenge 
to begin with!          

Upon arriving to Palma Real, we did not 
know what to expect. Despite our serious 
back pain after five hours in a wooden 
boat plowing up the mighty Amazon, I 
remember everyone jumping off their 
seats as we got the first glimpse of the 
tribe’s children. They were running up 
and down the cliff, which was the next 
obstacle to reach the community. Carrying 
our luggage and supplies up the cliff was 
definitely not easy, with temperatures 
above 30 degrees, and as if it was 
not enough, mosquitoes: our clammy 
companions, which after a couple of days 
we learned to live with them.

Once we arrived to the community, we 
were received with open arms.  The 
local children dressed in their traditional 
costumes, gave us bead necklaces and 
gifts and escorted us all the way to a brand 
new “lodge” specially build for our arrival. 

We gathered and began planning our 
schedule for the following days. Our plan 
was to restore the local school as well as 
some activities with the local community 
in order to interact with them and break 
the ice.  After a short night’s sleep, due to 
some myths about wild animals marauding 
the area, we woke up at 6am.  To our 
surprise, we realized that we were in a 
community that loves football, as while 
the first of us were just waking up, the 
locals were already finishing their two hour 
training that had started at 4am. 

For our arrival, the local community 

had built flush toilets, 
rustic showers, and other 
amenities. Unfortunately, 
none of these were ready 
for the first day. Although 
everyone was reluctant at 
first, at the end of a hard 
working day we all ended 
up showering ourselves 
at the creek with the 
locals. On the first day, 
we started sanding all the 
walls and tables before we 
could paint them, this was 
particularly demanding 
given the conditions at 
which we found the school. 
After we finished our work for the day, Alan 
and William decided to teach the locals how 
to play Rugby. The local community really 
engaged with Rugby, even the principal 
played with us. 

The following day, we woke up early, to 
our surprise the flush toilets were finally 
ready, however, the showers were having 
some technical issues. After breakfast we 
finished sanding and started painting, at 
that moment we realized the superior skills 
of the women for painting. We, on the other 
hand, continued working on the desks and 
chairs, as some of them had missing legs 
or rusted nails that we had to remove.  

Our work session normally took place in 
the mornings. In the early afternoon, right 
after lunch, we went to the classrooms 
and offered remedial classes in Maths 
and English. This was much harder than it 
seems, as many of the local schoolchildren 
were not especially motivated to study and 
were shy in our presence. This was so 
different from our own reality. In part, this 
was due to the impoverished conditions at 
the school but also due to the children’s 
sceptical opinions about the practical 
aspects of most of their school lessons.  
Nevertheless, we pushed ahead and 
tried to motivate and student teach in as 
dynamic a fashion as possible.

During the late afternoons we were invited 
to participate in local handicrafts workshops 
offered by the dexterous local women.  
Although the techniques were difficult to 
master, we were patiently taught how to 
make necklaces and bracelets, baskets, 
simple cloth and brooms.  

The following day, the showers were ready 
and the girls were the first ones to go 
running to get clean. The days continued to 
pass, and we realized we needed to speed 
up in order to finalize our work there. The 
extreme heat and delay in the arrival of 
some materials had slowed down some of 
the work but we were committed to finish all 
that we could.

In the afternoon, there was a handicrafts 
fair, sporting matches, archery contest and 
an evening reception to celebrate the end 
of the project. This included poetry recitals 
in the local Ese Eja language, songs 
and several traditional dances. We had 
prepared a short play based on one of the 
traditional Ese Eja myths and performed 
this to the admiring gazes of nearly the 
whole Palma Real community.  This was 
a splendid way to mark the end of our 5 
days stay at Palma Real.          

On our final day we left early on river 
taxis and headed for Lake Valencia. Upon 
arrival we disembarked and took a short 
hike through the rainforest accompanied 
by local guides. We learned about the life 
cycle of the brazil nut tree, an important 
resource for local communities.  We also 
learned of jungle ecology. We then got on 
our boats and went piranha fishing.  These 
little river fish were adept at stealing bait 
off our hooks, but we persisted and caught 
several of the fish with their formidable 
choppers!  Finally, most of us jumped in 
the water and swam back to the lodge as if 
piranhas were nipping at our heels.          

I will never forget my time at Palma Real, 
the smile we gave to local tribesmen by 
going there and helping them, made us 
realize how much difference we make 
to a group of people’s lives regardless 
of our language, background or colour. 
Apart from the fact that we improved the 
infrastructure of the learning facilities 
at the community, I believe we inspired 
many of the locals to take on the initiative 
in improving the conditions in which their 
children study, and this will allow the 
sustainability of our work at Palma Real 
community.  A final word of thanks goes to 
the Inkaterra organization and especially 
Sr Jose Koechlin.  InkaTerra and their 
staff at the ONG ITA were our local allies.    
Without their knowledge and experience, 
this project would have never gone to field.   

Sinclair Jones, Markham student
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Round Square 
Regional Conference 
27th - 31st Jan 2014

St Clement’s School and Bayview Glen 
in Toronto, Canada, have the honour 
of hosting the Round Square Regional 
Conference of the Americas, from 
January 27 to January 31, 2014. 

The conference theme is, “Northern 
Challenge…What will you Discover?”, 
and aims to offer delegates an array of 
opportunities and challenges amidst the 
Canadian winter. Delegates will spend 

one night in Toronto before heading 
north of the city to Camp Wanakita in 
Haliburton. The conference expects 
attendance from 120 delegates.
At the conference, students will 
participate in: leadership workshops 
focused on developing students’ personal 
strengths, a range of winter adventure 
activities including cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, skating, and dogsledding, 

and will be involved with a community 
service project for Haliburton Emergency 
Rural SafeSpace (HERS), a shelter for 
women and children who temporarily stay in 
emergency housing in the local community. 

We are looking forward to running an 
exciting and successful conference, and to 
welcoming delegates to Canada.

Wild Cuba: pre-conference project
Six students from Lakefield College 
School (LCS), Canada went on a 
pre-conference project in Cuba.  LCS  
students were Sasha Cove, Kaitlin 
Keating, John McConkey, Asheesh Momi, 
Monica Scrocchi and Khalid Younis, 
accompanied by LCS trustee and alumni-
parent Janice Green and Director of 
International Programs, Gerry Bird. 

The pre-conference adventure, entitled 
Wild Cuba: Havana and the Isle of 
Youth began on a very different note 
from that of most Canadian visitors to 
this intriguing and beautiful country. The 
LCS group joined delegations from three 
other Round Square Schools for a visit 
to Centro de Investigaciones Marinas 
(CIM) at the University of Havana, 
where the centre’s Research Director, 
Dr. Jorge A. Anglulo-Valdés provided us 
with an introduction to the field work they 
would be helping with over the next five 
days. Including the LCS delegation, the 
pre-conference group consisted of 23 
students and six adult chaperones from 
the Bridge House School in South Africa, 
Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School 
in Western Australia and the Anania 
Shirakatsi Lyceum in Armenia.  

Co-leading the project were two scientists 
from Operation Wallacea, an organization 
which runs biodiversity research and 
conservation expeditions  Dr. Dan 
Exton, OpWal’s Marine Research and 
Operations Manager, was accompanied 
by one of his graduate students.  Also 
joining them was Tony Hyde, retired 

Round Square Rep from Aiglon College 
in Switzerland, and now a Honourary 
Member of RS.  

The next day they departed for the Isle 
of Youth (Isla de Juventud), the largest 
island off the coast of Cuba, which 
is an area of significant biodiversity 
importance. After a 40-minute flight and 
a somewhat hair-raising van ride through 
the island’s rural countryside they were 
happy to check into the Colony Hotel.  
The hotel’s design was reminiscent of the 
pre-revolution days of the early 1950’s, 
but it was impeccably maintained, and 
to the delight of all, was located on a 
pristine, almost totally deserted beach.  A 
decrepit, long abandoned pier extending 
out from the beach proved to be the ideal 
spot for our first snorkelling excursion, 
and on its encrusted pilings we observed 
an incredible diversity of marine life, 
including corals, anemones, sponges, 
starfish, shrimp, sea urchins, jellyfish, as 
well as a colourful array of reef fish.

The days that followed were spent 
working on rotating field projects, 
monitoring abiotic factors, substrate 
characteristics, fish species population 
sizes and diversity within the Punta 
Frances National Park, at the western 
end of the Isle of Youth.  Student teams 
also explored the narrow channels 
radiating through the extensive mangrove 
thickets, searching for Antillean 
manatees, or “sea cows.”  Whenever 
one of these shy mammals was sighted 
– or more typically, a tell-tale swirl in the 

dark waters or a briefly raised tail were 
glimpsed – the GPS location was noted 
and environmental conditions (including 
wind speed, air temperature, water depth, 
temperature, salinity at the surface and 
near bottom) were recorded. 

After three exhilarating days on the Isle 
of Youth, they flew to the mainland.  
Although it was a little disconcerting 
at the time, one of the more comical 
incidents occurred when the pilot 
inadvertently delivered us to the wrong 
airport, landing at the main international 
airport in Havana, instead of at a smaller 
regional strip.  

The final day of the pre-conference 
project was spent on a visit to Revolution 
Square and a very enjoyable, guided 
walking tour through the centre of historic 
Colonial Havana, including visits to the 
main squares, fortresses, cathedrals and 
other buildings built by the Spaniards in 
the 17th and 19th centuries.   The next 
day, all four delegations departed for 
Florida, with the LCS group travelling 
via the Bahamas and arriving in Fort 
Lauderdale in the early evening of 
Saturday October 5. 
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The Regional Round Square Service 
Project 2013 was hosted by Vidya Devi 
Jindal School, Hisar in August 12- 18
“Service which is rendered without joy 
helps neither the servant nor the served. 
But all other pleasures and possessions 
pale into nothingness before service 
which is rendered in a spirit of joy”. 

Mahatma Gandhi
The agenda of the service project was 
to construct a toilet block of size 14’-9” x 
10’-0” which includes four toilets of size 
3’-0” × 4’-0” for girls in the Government 
high school of Mayyar village, district 
Hisar, Haryana situated 1.5 km away 
from the school.

30 Students from five Round Square 
Schools namely The Assam Valley 
School, Assam, Scidia Kanya Vidyalaya, 
Gwalior, Sarala Birla Academy, 
Bangalore, Yadavindra Public School, 
Patiala and Vidya Devi Jindal School, 
Hisar enthusiastically participated in the 
7-days service project.

The project started with the formal 
inauguration of the project by ribbon 
cutting and lying down the foundation 
stone by Ma’am Principal. At first the 
students were a little shocked that 
they have to carry heavy bricks, mix 
the mortar, dig foundations, shift the 
construction materials to the work site 
and help the masons in construction 
related work  but as the days passed the 
students got so habituated to the hard 
work that no one could imagine. 
All the delegates were divided into 
four groups. All the groups were given 

Regional	Round	Square	Service	Project	
task of construction of basic lavatory 
facilities, Art Work on Psycho Pedagogic 
relevance on the boundary walls/ corridor 
of the Government School, computer 
literacy classes and helping the school 
children in preparing the programmes 
for Independence Day. All the delegates 
were so excited to do whatever work 
allocated to them in the 8 hours of 
Service a day.

To incorporate the Round Square Ideal 
“Adventure” in the project, excited 
tank ride was planned in the Army 
Cantonment for the delegates. Delegates 
enjoyed fullest the thrilled adventurous 
“Tank ride”. It was actually a lifetime 
experience for all the delegates. 
A beautiful banner on the topic “Service 
beyond Self” was made by all the 
delegates and they were expected to 
work every day one hour in the evening 
to prepare it. The banner was displayed 
by the RSIS delegation during the March 
past in the Independence Day parade 
held at the host school. Delegation also 
visited “Agroha Temples” around 40 km 
far from the school. It was an enriching 
experience for all the delegates to see 
our heritage. Everybody got clicked many 
memorable moments at the temples.

Along with all enjoyments in the evening, 
Dinner at Double Spoon, Musical 
Evening, DJ Nite, Swimming in the 
Olympic Size Pool, Basket Ball Match 
and Cultural evening, the delegates were 
not at all tired and weary for the service 
project. Each and every day they were 
full of the energy and spirit of helping the 
needy. 

The Regional Round Square Service 
Project hosted by Vidya Devi Jindal 
School, Hisar could sensitize the 
students about the dignity of labour and 
provided an opportunity to the students 
to become active & positive contributors 
to the society. 

Appreciable	Achievement
This Round Square membership for 
Rajmata Krishna Kumari Girls’ Public 
School, Jodhpur has brought with it a 
universe full of golden opportunities and 
a promise for even a brighter future.

The morals of Round Square have 
now filled the air of RKK. Students and 
faculty, the heart and soul of Rajmata 
School have dedicated all their effort into 
this wonderful educational organization 
by voluntarily participating in many of its 
activities be it Conclaves, Exchanges or 
Conferences.

A team comprising Ayushi Vaid, Arya 
Bhootra, Jiya Kalwani, Nishi Jain, 
Niharika Agarwal and Urvi Kankariya 
participated in the Art Competition 
organized by Chittagong Grammar 
School, Bangladesh, and Urvi Kankariya 
of class XI bagged the first prize 
competing with more than 400 students 

of different schools all over the world. 

The Exchange Program with Welham 
Boys’ School, Dehradun based on the 
pillar of ‘International Understanding’ 
was also an experience of its own 
kind. The delegates who went for the 
exchange brought with them a bundle of 
experience. Rkkians also went to the Daly 
College, Indore for 10 days exchange and 
got to mix up with very cheerful Dalians.

RKK is looking forward to many more 
activities coming up including young 
students exchange with Scindia School 
Gwalior, Dhirubhai Ambani International 
MUN, India High School, Dubai.

The Grand Annual School Day at RKK 
was truly a showcase of the beliefs 
of Round Square with themes ‘Inner 
Beauty’ and ‘The Essence of Life and its 
Conservation’ for the Junior and Senior 
School Day respectively. 

This is just the beginning as there is a 
long way to go.With Round Square by its 
side, RKK will surely accomplish its goal 
of ‘Schooling for Life’.
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Project	Toilet
Kasturba Gandhi Memorial Trust 
School in Harchurah Tea Estate, 

Assam caters to one hundred and forty 
four under privileged children including 

eighty girls. The school had no toilet 
facility for the children. 

The Social Service League of The 
Assam Valley School, Balipara 

decided to extend help by constructing 
toilets for these children. On 1st July, 
2013, a voluntary fund raising event 
was organised by the Social Service 

League. The amount raised was used 
to construct the toilets. 

9th October, 2013 marked the 
commencement of the construction 
work. Six toilets (three for girls and 

three for boys) have been facilitated. 
The Assam Valley School, Balipara, 

India is committed to making a 
difference in the lives of people.

REGIONAL NEWS - SOUTH ASIA & GULF

“Not all of us can do great things. But 
we can do small things with great love”. 
These immortal words of Mother Teresa 
truly echoed the spirit in which the UN 
Day was celebrated at Pathways World 
School, Gurgaon. 

The morning of 24th October, 2013 
found Middle School abuzz with 
excitement and fervour. Dressed in 
ethnic wear, the young hands were 
anxious to reach out and serve the 
Community Lunch hosted by them, to 
commemorate the ‘Global Event’. What 
could be more befitting to mark the UN 
Day than to bring an entire community 
together for a meal, juxtapose 
strengthening sensitivity towards simple 
joys of life, in the young Pathwaysians.

The area outside the Cafeteria 
metamorphosed in to a village with all 
the ‘dhol’ and ‘nagada’ (traditional Indian 
musical percussion instruments) perhaps 
reverberating the sentiment of ‘Think 
Globally, Act locally’. 

Every little detail was meticulously 
planned and the onus taken by the 
students was laudable. They were to 
work in shifts but they chose to be there, 

HELPING	HANDS	-	UN	DAY	CELEBRATED
working right till the end, even after the 
guests had left and the hosts had eaten 
and the cater men had been served. The 
Pathwaysian Community stood in awe of 
the democracy exercised. 

Pure joy of sharing was experienced 
by one and all as they sat on ‘durrees’ 
(knitted cotton mats)  and ate from the 
‘patals’ (leaf plates). The meals were not 
just well cooked and well served but the 
smiles that these bright faces flashed 
with each bit of food doled out, satiated 
the appetites. 

The event was an endeavour to promote 
social belonging, equality and communal 
harmony. It achieved much more. It put 
to test the undaunted hope that will there 
be someone who would carry forward, 
the legacy of giving so unconditionally 
and serving mankind, in all walks of 
life? The smooth and flawless execution 
of the mega event bore testimony that 
not only the flame of selfless love was 
kindled in the heart of all Pathwaysians 
but it was entrusted in the right hands. 

In the words of Dr.Kurt Hahn “I regard 
it as the foremost task of Education to 
ensure the survival of these qualities: an 

enterprising curiosity, an undefeatable 
spirit, tenacity in pursuit, readiness 
for sensible self-denial, and above all, 
compassion.”

Universal Childrens Day
Chittagong Grammar School together 
with our RS Bangladesh Community 
Partner, ‘Jaago Foundation’ volunteered 
for a Carnival for street children to 
celebrate Universal Children’s Day. The 
carnival stressed the theme for the year 
‘Stop Violence against Children’.

Volunteers in yellow T-shirts celebrated 
the day with underprivileged kids 
of Dhaka city who hardly get any 
opportunities for entertainment during 
their childhood. Bioscope, puppet show, 
musical collaborations, a merry-go-round 
were just some of the amusements 
there to bring smiles on the faces of the 
deprived children of our city who are 
often neglected by us! 

The kids yelled, shouted, screamed 
with joy wearing yellow JAAGO t-shirts 
and the sparks in their eyes were the 
expressions of sheer happiness. 

The day started with Mickey Mouse 
welcoming the kids at the field and with 
the warm greetings from the active 
volunteers. The day-long carnival 
comprised of activities including art, 
music, rides, food, as well as medical 
checkups and ended with a concert 
finale. 

The carnival was celebrated 
simultaneously on the same day in 
other districts of our country including 
Chittagong, Gazipur, Rajshahi, 
Narayanganj, Khulna, Bhola, Bogra.
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“Service is a privilege to be sought, not a 
burden to be avoided”

Albert Schweitzer

The quote above is an inspiration to 
give our best to the society by the way 
of service. It is through serving that 
we learn to value what we have, and 
what others are deprived of. Fulfilling 
the needs of the under privileged gives 
satisfaction and peace to the mind. We 
take things for granted till the time we 
do not realize their importance or we 
are deprived of our comforts. This was 
probably the reason that the initiative of 
service project cropped up in Dalians’ 
minds. 

The main objective of serving the society 
is to sensitize students to community 
service and gain first hand information 
of problems faced by less privileged 
students.  Keeping in mind about the 
basic sanitary requirements in schools 
the students prepared survey forms and 
conducted surveys of the schools to find 
the schools which need the toilets on 
priority basis. To find suitable schools 
for the project an advert was put up in 
the local newspapers. The survey was 
laid in the listed schools by a group 
of 10 students and 3 teachers on the 
weekends. 

The result was astonishing as the 
dropout rates for girls on attaining 

Daly	College	&	Girls’	Toilet	Project
puberty was most high in government 
schools, and the reason was no or 
inadequate basic sanitary facilities 
of clean toilets in schools. Thus the 
decision of ‘Girls’ Toilet Project’ was 
undertaken by The Daly College. 
This project endeavours to construct 
two clean toilets with septic tank in 
surveyed schools after the subsequent 
permissions from the government and 
local authorities. 

The project took a deliberate shape while 
being pursued in successful collaboration 
with The Pathways World School, 
Gurgaon, the College Architect, Rotary 
club and the local Panchayat Head in 
their respective capacities.  

Funds for the project were collected by 
the student committee by organizing 
Casual Day, Card Sale, Cake Sale, Fete 
and DJ Night. A generous contribution 
was made by Friends of Round Square 
India and by the well wisher of the Daly 
College.  

The project is complete in the Govt. 
Higher Secondary School, Village Siya, 
Dist. Dewas and Deaf Dumb Association, 
Indore while five schools are in the 
process of completion.  

The Daly College strongly supports the 
completion of this project and endeavour 
to perform the noble deed of eradicating 
the lacunae of sanitary facilities so that 

girls may be encouraged to come to 
schools regularly and in turn may add 
and support to bear the responsibility 
to nurture an educated and informed 
society. 

RS Student Committee 
The Daly College, 

Indore, India 

The annual Round Square Carnival 
of Indian School Ghubra (ISG) was 
held on the school grounds. The 
proceeds of the event went to local 
charities as well as those supported 
by Round Square. The students 
and staff participated to make this 
event a success and the theme was 
Halloween. There were many eye 
catching and gory costumes. The 
stalls ranged from a photo booth 
complete with props to fit in with the 
theme to souvenir stalls selling ISG 
memorabilia. The food stands sold 
mouth watering and scrumptious food. 
The main highlight of the carnival 
was the flash mob performed by 
the students of class 12. Crowds 
thronged to the Haunted House, which 
lived up to its promise of being bone 
chilling and blood curdling. The most 
significant event was the ‘Fashion 
Show’ in which students and teachers 
took part.
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It was indeed a momentous occasion 
for Indian School Al Ghubra community 
when we were informed that HM King 
Constantine and The Queen Anne – 
Marie will be visiting our school.

I was overjoyed at the unique opportunity 
that had come my way for I would be 
able to welcome His Majesty King 
Constantine and Queen Anne Marie who 
have been a beacon of guidance and 
motivation for the student community 
across the globe.

It was Children’s Day celebration in the 
school that day - Thursday, the 14th of 
November 2013, the perfect day for their 
visit. We are allowed to wear casual 
clothes on Children’s Day. However all of 
us in the Prefect body decided we would 
sacrifice wearing our colored clothes that 
day and dress in our formal best for we 
really wanted to impress and also do our 
best for His Majesty and the Queen.

HM King Constantine and the Queen 
attended the morning assembly. The 
royal visitors were formally welcomed by 
our Principal Mrs. Papri Ghosh. She told 
us that His Majesty has been a source 
of inspiration to all in the Round Square 
family. She particularly mentioned how 
each one in the Round Square family are 
always touched by the humility and care 
shown by His Majesty as well as Queen 
Anne Marie. His Majesty’s address 
reflected his wisdom, his love for children 
as well as his great sense of humour. 

We took their Majesties around the 
school. I must say that this tour provided 
us students with an extraordinary chance 
to interact with this wonderful human 
being. He shared various anecdotes and 
experiences which were rich in values 
and  spiced with humour too. It was yet 
another eventful moment when that HM 
King Constantine and the Queen saw 
the tree planted by His Majesty during 
his maiden visit to our school in the 

When	Time	Stood	Still,	Yet	Learning	Continued...

year 2000. They met the students who 
had been on exchange this year and also 
the various groups  of students who had 
attended the conferences and service 
projects this academic year. We were 
also fortunate to share with His Majesty 
the future plans and programmes we 
have lined up to enrich Round Square 
International in our school. This exchange 
of thoughts and ideas have indeed 
provided us with the impetus to work with 
more enthusiasm.

Their visit came to an end almost too 
soon. We enjoyed the company of His 
Majesty and Queen Anne Marie so 
much that we wished it would never 
end. Nevertheless we had to bid them 
goodbye. We requested His Majesty and 

Queen Marie to attend the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations of our school in 2015.

We were honoured by the visit of His 
Majesty King Constantine and Queen 
Anne Marie. From them we learnt a huge 
lesson in humility and dignity.

A huge thank you to His Majesty and the 
Queen from all of us in the Indian School 
Al Ghubra family!

Amaan Naushad   
President - Round Square - ISG Chapter
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REGIONAL NEWS - SOUTH ASIA & GULF

In our endeavour to uphold and follow 
the Round Square philosophy, it is the 
spirit of Internationalism and Leadership 
that has shone through this time – be it 
in sport, our interactions with expatriates 
or through the newly introduced DAIS 
student initiatives – TEDxYouth@DAIS 
and the DAIS Leaderships Series. 
DAIS sent a team of 15 students for 
the Gothia Cup 2013 in Gothenburg, 
Sweden. Not only is Gothia Cup the 
world’s biggest youth football tournament 
but it is also most international in spirit.  
Every year 1600 teams from 80 nations 
participate in this tournament. Our 
students played 4 matches:
Match 1:  1 - 1 against Mexico   
Match 2:  5 - 0 against Sweden
Match 3:  5 - 1 against Norway   
Match 4:  5 - 1 against USA 
When the Gothia Cup Opening 
Ceremony takes places, it seems that 
everybody is there to watch it. More than 
50000 players, coaches, supporters and 
locals create a magical atmosphere at 
Ullevi Stadium. We have an audience 
that actually takes part in our show, 
singing and dancing. The fact that the 
audience is part of the show makes the 
ceremony an experience of great joy and 
togetherness. When we see that young 
people from all over the world can have 
fun and cooperate together, we feel 
proud. Gothia Cup is much more than 
football.
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The TEDxYouth@DAIS also introduced 
us to different perspectives as well as 
Leadership. It epitomizes the simple 
truism: “It’s never about the money, it’s 
about seeing your idea come to life that 
ultimately matters” What started off as 
a simple classroom discussion seven 
months ago materialized into an awe-
inspiring event, here at DAIS on 4th 
of August 2013. Living up to the TED 
motto, “Ideas Worth Spreading”, we 
saw speakers across genres and age 
boundaries, from a 16-year old roboticist 
to a 68-year old mountaineer. Our first 
speaker, Farrhad Acidwalla explained 
to us the importance of identifying our 
skill sets and meeting people who 
complement these skill sets. He was 
followed by our very own home grown 
economist, Mr. Yassir Choonawala, 
whose presentation on ‘India 2020 – 
Boom or Doom?’ realistically set out the 
problems faced by India, while offering 
out of the box solutions for the same. His 
advocacy of jugaad, roughly translating 
to ‘innovation’ summarized the inherent, 
Indian values that can be optimized to 
salvage our future. 
Our next feature was a screened TED 
talk by Jinha Lee from MIT Media Labs, 
who mesmerized our  audience with 
his cutting edge technology that aims 
to seamlessly amalgamate design 
and simplicity, his levitating tangible 
surface. Up next, Mr. Harish Kapadia, 
a mountaineer par excellence and an 
environmentalist, left the audience 
spell bound by his deep insight into his 
struggles on the Siachen Glacier and 
he reiterated the need to protect it. Mr. 
Devdutt Pattanaik, Mythologist and Chief 
Belief Officer of Future Group explained 
why he simply refused to believe that 
India was chaotic. Using references like 
Rangolis and multilingual street signs, 
Mr. Pattanaik beautifully explored the 
difficult relationship between order and 
inclusion, leaving us with an insight to 
ponder on – if we see chaos, we will 
seek control, but if we see patterns, we 
begin to become inclusive. 
Hemani Kalucha, budding roboticist 
and tech aficionado brought to life her 
innovative idea, a robot that helps the 
visually impaired play air hockey. Our 
next speaker for the day was Mr. Prasad 

Ankit, founder of TouchTalent.com which 
serves to combine social networking and 
art for a noble cause. Mr. Ankit’s speech 
reminded us that limitations only exist 
in the mind and can be overcome if one 
decides to persevere endlessly towards 
one’s endeavours. We concluded the 
event on a light note, showcasing a 
screened TED talk by Maz Jobrani, an 
Irani-American comedian who humoured 
the audience with pre-conceived notions 
and stereotypes prevalent across the 
world. You can read more on their 
website – www.tedxyouthdais.com
The vision, idea of innovation and 
creativity were further fostered by the 
DAIS Leadership Series. Students face 
many challenging questions concerning 
their future and this is supplemented by 
their desire to contribute meaningfully to 
society, lead by example and use their 
leadership qualities to spark regional, 
national and international dialogues. With 
this endeavour in mind, Ishaan Meswani, 
an enterprising Year 11 student, initiated 
DLS – The DAIS Leadership Series. It is 
a forum that provides his peers with fresh 
insights and life lessons from Leaders 
across the length and breadth of India. 
As life-long learners, students will benefit 
from case studies, practical lessons and 
inspiring anecdotes provided by some 
of today’s top leadership speakers from 
fields as diverse as Business, Science 
and Medicine, Arts, Culture and Sports.

Dhirubhai Ambani International 
School, Mumbai 


