
Can my child apply if they do not speak 
English fluently?  During the Foundation Years, it is 
possible that a student who does not learn comfortably 
in English can enroll, depending on their level; our 
English Immersion program will provide additional sup-
port with language comprehension and writing skills. 
In order to enter the IB Diploma Program, students 
must have a strong command of the English language 
and work at a native-speaking level, including previous 
experience learning in English.

Can my child apply if they do not speak 
French?  French is taught from beginner to advanced 
level throughout all years of the International Studies 
Program.

How quickly will my child learn French?  
We aim for all our students to be competent commu-
nicators in both the English and French languages and 
provide several levels of instruction. Students can begin 
communicating in French quickly and are encouraged 
to use their French outside of the classroom. 

Miguel, FND

“What I like is that in 
this school there’s a lot 
of teamwork in many 
subjects.”

Inès, FND

“Instead of the learning 
guiding us, we guide our 
learning.”

Andrea, FND

“What I enjoy most are 
the small class sizes and 
meeting people from all 
around the world.”

Malo, FND

“I feel that I am taken 
care of and that teachers 
and staff care about my 
education.”

Mariam, FND

“The trip opportunities, 
whether in Paris or outside 
of the country, are just 
amazing to be part of.”

Jeff, IB

“I enjoy the overall dynamic 
of the school, as well as the 
level of openness, honesty 
and kindness a student has 
towards another.”

Ben, IB

“At Ermitage I learn how 
to live with dozens of 
different types of people 
and learn more about 
them each day.”
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The International Studies Program 
was inaugurated in 2009 by Christopher 
Hunter, Head of School, with accreditation 
of the International Baccalaureate Organ- 
ization as an IB World School. Blending 
innovative teaching styles and international 
partnerships, the International Studies Program 
has seen steady, measured growth along with 
very honorable exam results and university 
placements. Spanning seven years in total, 
the Program includes Foundation Years 1–5 
and the IB Diploma Program Years 1–2. 

The International Studies Program offers 
English-speaking students a unique oppor-
tunity to excel in a dynamic learning envi-
ronment, bringing students from all over the 
world to become part of a close community 
of reflective, open-minded learners. While 
the program is conducted academically in 
English, students also have the opportunity to 
connect with French-speakers who are part 
of the larger Ermitage community, developing 
their roots within French culture.

Students within our program benefit from 
student-centered learning, engaging in 
classroom discussions in a round-table format 
with the guidance of our team of experienced 
teachers, many of whom come from leading 
universities around the world, who have years 
of experience designing and teaching an 
international curriculum. Great emphasis is 
placed on the development of critical inquiry 
and in-depth research. A blend of written 
and practical work, as well as field trips and 
cultural activities is designed to give students 
a wider, more international perspective. 

Foundation Years 1–5  (Grade 6-10)

At Ermitage, we believe that IB Learners start young, 
and thus we aid students in becoming IB Learners 
through our Foundation Years Program. Classes are 
hands-on, with age-appropriate elements of the IB Core 
throughout. Our intellectually stimulating lessons aim to 
stretch the child and to encourage inquisitiveness and 
exploration.

Classes are tailored to the individual needs of our 
students to prepare them for the demanding IB Diploma 
curriculum. We provide a solid knowledge base in the 
classic subjects as well as expose students to subjects 
they may not have previously encountered. We apply 
 the tenets of the IB to our approach to learning 
throughout these years with a balanced timetable 
of subject courses, encouraging our students to ask 
challenging questions, to develop a strong sense of 
identity and culture and fostering good communication 
skills with people from all over the world. 

IB Diploma 1–2 (Grade 11–12)

Following the Foundation Years, students enter the IB Diploma 
Program prepared and motivated after gaining experience with 
character-based projects and developing their critical thinking skills 
in a supportive learning environment. In preparing students for uni-
versity entrance, the IB not only encourages a high-level of academic 
discipline through rigorous academics, but also to ask challenging 
questions, to develop a strong sense of their own identity and to 
have international communication skills and cultural awareness.

The IB environment is dynamic, where students are at the center of 
their learning and maintain a wide breadth of subjects. Students are 
encouraged to become independent learners, coming prepared to 
class, presenting the material and being coached by their teachers. 
Assignments are demanding, but by graduation the caliber of  
research, writing and project management skills will be exceptional. 
The balance between academic work and co-curricular activities 
allows students to tailor the program according to their interests and 
develop an impressive university profile in the process.

IBDP PASS-RATE

2013 
100% 
2012 
100% 
World average pass-rate 79%

TOP SCORE

2013 
43
Average score 32.3 
World average 29.9

2012 
39
Average score 32
World average 29.8

* Environmental Systems is offered as an SL Transdisciplinary Subject, counting for either Group 3 or 4

Should a student not wish to take a Group 6 subject, they may select a 2nd subject from Group 2, 3 or 4 

Courses are organized in blocks and are subject to timetable availability.  A minimum of five students is 
required for Ermitage to be able to offer a particular course.  Certain courses, such as Math HL, may be 
organized as an online option.

A DAY IN THE LIFE  8.25 - 17.00

 Assembly 

 Coach 

 English 

 Science 

 French 

 Lunch 

 Math 

 Global Issues 

 Cooking Club 

Applying to University

With their IB Diploma, our alumni have been 
accepted in top universities around the world, 
including Exeter, Bath and Durham in the UK, 
McGill, University of Toronto and University of 
British Columbia in Canada, Rochester Ins-
titute of Technology, Rutgers, Ithaca College 
and Penn State in the USA and SciencesPo in 
France. 

Team Approach
A round-table format enables students to engage in 
their lessons alongside their teacher and peers. This 
interactive classroom facilitates discussion and enables 
teachers to follow the progress of each individual student.

Coaches at each class level ensure that every student is 
continuously challenged or receives any support that they 
may need. This personalized attention allows for a deeper 
connection between the student and the learning environ-
ment.

An Extended Essay Supervisor is assigned to each 
student based on their chosen EE subject during IB1. 
This supervisor collaborates with the student through the 
entirety of this research project for guidance and revision 
– from conception to submission to the IBO. 

A University Advisor begins the conversation early with 
students as of Foundation 5 to help identify academic 
pursuits, aspirations and characteristics that the student 
would like to consider for their next steps. In partnership 
with organizations such as Lanterna, Futurewise and 
UCAS, IB students continue their journey towards univer-
sity with one-on-one support in preparing applications 
through to selecting their university offers from around 
the world.

Extended Essay is a 4,000-word essay prepared during the 
IB years, with the support of our Research Librarian and an EE 
Supervisor. The emphasis is on original research, careful analysis, 
and academic rigor. Foundation students are introduced to this 
idea with an Independent Research Project that takes place in 
Foundation 4 and 5.

Theory of Knowledge TOK is a challenging course encou-
raging students to become critical thinkers and ask, “How do we 
know what we know?” Students are introduced to the concept of 
thinking outside the box in the Foundation Years, allowing them 
to explore their intellectual boundaries, challenge the sources of 
their knowledge, set individual goals and learn to work effectively 
in teams. The introductory courses, Incubator and TILT, prepare 
students for the IB level of TOK. 
  
Creativity, Action & Service enables students to maintain 
a balance between their demanding academic curriculum and 
developing their character as an individual. Thinking globally and 
acting locally, students foster leadership and management skills, 
allowing them to take the initiative with their learning. Creative 
activities range from French cuisine to art, action activities range 
from basketball to yoga. Students can also travel the globe for 
humanitarian work.

The Foundation student is placed 
according to
• Aptitude
• Interests 
• Strengths 

“Semra, IB ‘13    My teachers encouraged, 
supported, helped, inspired and empowered 
me to achieve my goals.

“Sam, IB ‘12    I developed the work ethic 
and academic independence I needed for 
university.
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